142     LAY OF THE LAST MINSTREL.
platform, on a projecting crag, commanding a most beautiful pro-
spect, is termed BarnhilPs Bed. This Barnhill is said to have been
a robber or outlaw. There are remains of a strong tower beneath
the rocks, where he is supposed to have dwelt, and from which
he derived his title.'—scott.
1. 296. the warbling Doric reed.    The allusion is to a pastoral
song by Sir Gilbert Elliot, father of the first Lord Minto :—
'My sheep I neglected—I broke my sheep-hook,
And all the gay haunts of my youth I forsook:
No more for Amynta fresh garlands I wove,
Ambition, I said, would soon cure me of love;
But what had my youth with ambition to dol
Why left I Amynta! Why broke I my vow!'
1. 311. barded, 'or barbed—applied to a horse accoutred with
defensive armour.'—scott. Counter = chest. The next two lines
must be literally true. The weight of a complete suit of armour
was from 150 to 200 Ibs. Moss-troopers generally were not so
heavily encumbered. Scott, however, gives Deloraine four hours
to ride the twenty miles between Hawick and Melrose.
Stanza xxx.   See note on 1. 58.
1- 334- Old Melrose. The Cistercian Abbey of Melrose was
founded by David I. in 1136. The building often suffered in Border
wars. It was plundered and burnt by Edward II, in his invasion of
1322. The building of which the ruins now remain was begun in
1326 by Robert the Brace (whose heart was buried there), and com-
pleted in the reign of James IV. The Abbey was not allowed to
stand long in its splendour. Before the date of the Harper's tale,
Melrose and other religious houses in the south of Scotland were
plundered and defaced by the armies of Henry VIII. Scott's resi-
dence, Abbotsford, is within a few miles of Melrose.
1. 337. curfew, O.Fr. covre-feu = cover-fire. A bell was rung at
a certain hour, eight o'clock, as a signal for all fires and lights to be
extinguished. The curfew law was in force for a much shorter period
than is commonly believed. It was introduced by William the Con-
queror, and abolished by Henry I. in noo. But the name is still
given to the eight o'clock bell rung every evening in Scotch towns.
L 338. lauds, *the midnight service of the Catholic Church.'—
SCOTT. Lat. laudare, to praise.
1. 341. that wild harp. The Aeolian harp, first met with in
the seventeenth century, and so called from Aeolus, god of winds.
See Grove's Dictionary of Music.

